
MANTECA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

RETURN TO 
SCHOOL PLAN

2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR

Back to school may look different. Learn how 
our schools plan to reopen with thoughtful 
safeguards in place to minimize risk.

*This plan is subject to change and updates will be made based on latest information provided by the officials and 
other applicable federal, state, and local agencies as well as negotiations. 
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Our Vision
Every student works to achieve grade level standards, feels safe and is supported to realize individual 
success.

Our Mission
Through smart action and decisions, MUSD will work together using meaningful, measurable and aligned 
data for all students to achieve mastery of grade level standards in all subjects based on their unique 
educational pathway in a safe environment inclusive of design, security and climate.

Website: www.mantecausd.net/returntoschool
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A Message from the Superintendent

Message from Superintendent Dr. Clark Burke 
At the September 15, 2020 Board meeting, our Board Trustees for the Manteca Unified School District discussed 
the existing return to school plan, provided direction for specialized small student cohorts on campus, and directed 
administration to apply for the instructional waiver from the San Joaquin County Public Health Services.

Schools have sent invitations home for additional supports and supervision for identified students to participate in 
small student cohorts. Students with accessibility barriers, students experiencing homelessness, English language 
learners, and students needing specialized services are the priority as specified in the guidelines. Principals 
developed a process and procedure for cohort assignment, ensuring all mitigation plans for the prevention of the 
spread of COVID-19, and continually refine any necessary procedures. School site mitigation plans can be found in 
our online return to school plan: www.mantecausd.net/returntoschool. 

On July 17, 2020, Governor Gavin Newsom announced that if a county has been on the monitoring list within the 
prior 14 days, a school must conduct distance learning only until the county has been off the monitoring list for at 
least 14 days. Therefore, full in-person all day instruction for students TK-12 is not permitted in San Joaquin County 
at this time. In counties on the monitoring list, CDPH guidance allows a district superintendent to apply for a waiver 
from the local health officer to open an elementary school for in-person instruction. This waiver is applicable only for 
grades TK-6. Based on Board directive, MUSD will proceed with the application process for the TK-6 waiver from the 
San Joaquin County Public Health.

The implementation by grade level, should the waiver process be approved by both agencies and the Board of 
Education, will be slow and intentional with a phased approach testing our efforts and capacity for student return. 
This will allow for refinement of all procedures between student groups. Initially, perhaps it may be TK-3 students 
return followed later by 4-6 grade. A slow, methodical approach will allowallow for turning  for turning the system at a pace with safety 
at the forefront. 

We understand these are challenging times for our families, students, and 
staff. We know the most effective teaching and learning occurs in-person. 
We need to see our students as much as our students need to see their 
friends, welcoming office staff greeting them, the custodial crew and yard 
supervisors safely caring for them, to eat lunch provided with a smile from 
our nutrition education staff, to see our nurses, psychologists, counselors 
ready to receive them, as well as teachers, paraprofessionals, vice 
principals, assistant principals, principals providing learning and teaching 
in rich in-person environments. We miss our students. We will return with 
intention and safely. Thank you for your continued support as we continue 
with the process of returning to school in-person.

In service of our children,

Dr. Clark Burke, Superintendent 



MANTECA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT  |  RETURN TO SCHOOL PLAN
October 26, 2020

5

Introduction

The best ways to limit the spread of SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19) is to practice physical/social distancing, wash 
our hands frequently and thoroughly for 20 seconds, avoid touching our face, conduct daily self-symptom 
checks, and stay home when we are ill. As Manteca Unified School District begins to reopen our offices 
and schools to staff and public in Phases 1, 2, and 3, it is essential we do our part to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19. We have created this plan to aid in navigating the phases in the reestablishment of our schools 
where employees, students, and families feel safe and we are mindful of social obligations to reduce the 
spread of COVID-19 conditions upon returning to the District. The guidelines referenced in this plan are 
based on guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), California Dept. of Public 
Health (CDPH), California Dept. of Education (CDE), American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) and local 
officials such as San Joaquin County Public Health Services (SJPHS) and San Joaquin County Office of 
Education (SJCOE). This plan is subject to change and updates will be made based on latest information 
provided by the officials and other applicable federal, state, and local agencies as well as negotiations.

Guiding Principles
To ensure the continued well-being of our employees and that every student works to achieve grade level 
standards, feels safe, and supported to realize individual success, the following guiding principles have 
been put in place: 

EMPLOYEE AND STUDENT SAFETY MEASURES 

HEALTH GUIDELINES 

STUDENTS WORKING TO ACHIEVE GRADE LEVEL STANDARDS 

SUPPORT FOR FAMILIES 

Workplace Infection Prevention Team (WIP)
The District has formed a specialized incident command team with key individuals 
who meet twice daily to debrief on all suspected and presumed COVID-19 cases 
to initiate internal protocols and devise District mitigation efforts and procedures 
based on current conditions.

This team is the driving team behind our 2020-2021 Return to School plan using 
current guidance and directives of many local, state, and national resources.

The command team includes a key representative from Risk Management, Human Resources, Health 
Services, Child Welfare and Attendance, and Operations Department beside the Community Outreach 
team as part of the Superintendent’s Office; with each key individual having an identified back-up 
representative if needed. 

Contact the WIP team at WIP@musd.net or call Health Services at (209) 858-0782
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Resources
Referenced Documents and Links

The MUSD Workplace Infection Prevention command team is the driving team 
behind our 2020-2021 Return to School plan using all current guidance, expertise, and 
directives of local, state, and national officials. We encourage staff, families, and our 
community to review the following resources in full detail. 

Operating Schools during COVID-19

Indicators for School Decision-Making

Preparing for a Safe Return to School

Guidance Related to CohortsCOVID-19 Industry Guidance:  
Schools and School-Based Programs

Stronger Together: A Guidebook for the Safe 
Reopening of California’s Public Schools

Order of the SJCPHS Health Officer - August 31, 2002

2020-2021 School Year Planning

School Waiver Information

Health and Safety Updates

School Waiver Application

Center for Disease Control (CDC)

California Department of Public Health

California Department of Education (CDE)

San Joaquin County Public Health Services (SJCPHS)

San Joaquin County Office of Education (SJCOE)

Cleaning, Disinfection, and Hand Hygiene in Schools

Protecting School Staff

Masks in Schools
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Surveys
Manteca Unified School District must adhere to guidelines and directives set forth by the CDC, CDPH, 
SJCPHS. On June 7, 2020, the California Department of Public Health (CDPH) placed San Joaquin County 
on its monitoring list. July 17, 2020, Governor Gavin Newsom announced that if a county has been on the 
monitoring list within the prior 14 days, a school must conduct distance learning only, until the county has 
been off the monitoring list for at least 14 days. Therefore, full in-person all day instruction for students TK-
12 is not permitted in San Joaquin County at this time.

However, in June of 2020 the District had some flexibility on how our schools may look and deliver 
instruction, based on the local status of COVID-19, local guidance from the SJPHS, staff feedback, and 
feedback from parents and guardians. The 2020-2021 phased learning models decided by our Board of 
Education at the June 16, 2020 Board meeting, strongly took into consideration the feedback of staff and 
parents/guardians.

MUSD staff were invited to participate in an online survey from June 11 through June 16. MUSD parents 
and guardians were invited to participate in a similar online survey from June 11 through June 16. The 
parent/guardian survey was available in English and Spanish. Respondents represented all schools, grade 
levels, and departments.

In their respective surveys, staff and parents/guardians were asked to identify their preference as it relates 
to student learning models for the 2020-2021 school year based on four options:

Learning Model A:

Full time, in-person, without implementation of any recommended health guidelines and a liability waiver.

Learning Model B:

Full time, in-person, with all reasonably accommodated wellness practices and safeguards such as masks 
and hand sanitizer with full class sizes (this will not allow for recommended social distancing).

Learning Model C:

AM/PM blended learning models maintaining small class sizes and maximizing social distancing while 
following reasonable CDC, CDPH, and SJCPHS guidelines with optional opportunities for childcare and 
learning supports. 

These models are NOT the same as the spring crisis distance learning response. When students are not 
on-site, they will be engaged in project-based learning or unit work supporting in-class instruction, as an 
example

Learning Model D: 

100% online learning for all students. 

This model is NOT the same as the spring crisis distance learning response.
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Analysis
The parent/guardian survey yielded a slight preference toward learning model A, while the staff survey 
demonstrated a slight preference toward learning model B. 

When considering the survey results at large, 64.24% of parents/guardians expressed a desire to change the 
learning model by selecting model B, C, and D, while 78% of internal staff expressed the same desire. 

While the Board of Education recognizes many strong outlying opinions regarding how to return to school, 
the Board has placed a significant emphasis on the comprehensive results of the survey to guide their 
decisions. Student and staff safety is our first priority. 

35.76%

25.34% 25.34%

13.55%

Model B 
Full-Time w/ 
Safeguards 

Model A 
Full-Time 
w/ Waiver

Model C 
Blended 
Learning

Model D 
100% Online 

Learning

Parent Survey Results
6680 Total Responses

2.39K voted for Learning Model A
1.69K voted for Learning Model B
1.69K voted for Learning Model C
0.91K voted for Learning Model D

22%

34%

26%

17%

Staff Survey Results
1414 Total Responses

311 voted for Learning Model A
481 voted for Learning Model B
368 voted for Learning Model C
254 voted for Learning Model D

64.24% of voters  
have a desire change!

78% of voters  
have a desire change!

Model B 
Full-Time w/ 
Safeguards 

Model A 
Full-Time 
w/ Waiver

Model C 
Blended 
Learning

Model D 
100% Online 

Learning
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At the July 13, 2020 Board meeting, the MUSD Board of Trustees authorized a plan to offer students 
different learning models to be phased based on allowable conditions of public health, including the 
development of a fully online K-12 school to offer families the option to learn from home. 

As current conditions allow and San Joaquin County Public Health Services authorizes, the local governing 
Board will review new orders and Administration will implement a learning model meeting federal, state 
and local directives. 

Manteca Unified School District has developed four learning models for Return to School consisting of 
three phased models based on the most current health conditions in San Joaquin County and one learning 
model option despite the current condition allowances. The 2020-21 fall semester resumed on Thursday, 
August 6, 2020.

On July 17, 2020, Governor Gavin Newsom announced that if a county has been on the 
monitoring list within the prior 14 days, a school must conduct distance learning only, 
until the county has been off the monitoring list for at least 14 days. In counties on the 
monitoring list, CDPH guidance allows a district superintendent to apply for a waiver from 
the local health officer to open an elementary school for in-person instruction. This waiver 
is applicable only for grades TK-6. MUSD will proceed with the application process for the 
TK-6 waiver from the San Joaquin County Public Health Services based on Board directive.

 

Students learn from home (no in-person)

Teachers and students connect virtually 

Combination of live instruction, assignments and recorded 
lessons 

Phase 1.5 - Small cohorts for specialized, in-person services, 
see page 12.

Blended learning models maintaining small class sizes maximizing social distancing following reasonable 
CDC, CDPH, and SJCPHS guidelines with optional opportunities for childcare and learning supports 
through Give Every Child a Chance, City of Manteca Kid Zone, City of Lathrop Parks and Recreation, etc.

Part day on-site resident learning (180 minutes a day high school, 240 minutes a day K-8)  

PHASE 1- Off-Campus Learning 100% - Off-Campus learning is aligned to current base programming 
and ensures seamless transition from in person to virtual learning as needed. 

2020-2021 Learning Models

PHASE 2- Blended Learning - Hybrid 50% off campus and 50% on campus
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with AM/with AM/PM schedule OR alternating days 

Small on-site resident class sizes (12-17) 

Redefined roles for on-site administrative and support 
staff to maximize student tiered intervention supports 

Actual schedules will be released by the school site at a later 
date. 

Inclusive of all reasonable wellness practices and 
safeguards 

Full day with certificated teacher 

Teacher preparation and collaboration time daily 

 
Actual schedules will be released by the school site at a later 
date.

With a robust, standards-based curriculum at every grade level, students take core classes in math, science, 
English language arts, and social studies. Additionally, electives meeting A-G requirements are offered to 
high school students. The OA has a unique modular student learning platform designed for an online (at 
home) learning environment and requires a yearlong commitment from a family. This is for students who 
feel online learning meets their needs.

*Each learning model offers meal services to all students, technology support when needed, resources esources 
for emotional and social support, and extra/co-curricular activities available through school of 
enrollment.

PHASE 3- On-Campus Learning - Full-time, modified on-campus programming

OPTION- New 100% online school, Manteca Unified School District Online Academy for K-12 public 
school at home (Board Approved based on conditions in June 2020) 

Personalized Learning 

MUSD Certificated Teachers 

Engaging and interactive curriculum 

A supportive school community 

Live instruction and teacher led with 
support from caring adults at home 
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PHASE 1 
Off-Campus Learning

Off-Campus Learning 
is aligned to current 
base programming 
and ensures seamless 
transition from in 
person to virtual 
learning as needed.

PHASE 2 
Blended Learning

Blended Learning 
models maintain small 
class sizes, maximize 
social distancing 
following reasonable 
CDC, CDPH, and 
SJPHS guidelines, 
and provide optional 
opportunities for 
childcare and learning 
supports.

PHASE 3 
On-Campus Learning

On-Campus Learning 
welcomes students 
back to campus full-
time will regular class 
sizes including all 
reasonable wellness 
practices and 
safeguards.

New 100% online school, Manteca Unified School District 
Online Academy for K-12 public school at home. The OA has 
a unique modular student learning platform designed for an 
online (at home) learning environment and requires a year-long 
commitment from a family.  This is for students who feel online 
learning meets their needs.

Optional: 
MUSD Online 

Academy
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Phase 1.5 - Small Cohorts

New California Department of Public Health Guidelines allow for specialized, in-person service.

New CDPH guidelines released on August 25th, 2020 allow for necessary in-person support for small 
student cohorts needing specialized and targeted services. At the September 15th Board meeting, the 
Board of Education approved MUSD schools to implement this option for targeted and specialized student 
groups needing in-person support. 

A cohort is a stable group of no more than 14 children or youth and no more than two supervising adults 
(or a configuration of no more than 16 individuals total in the cohort) in a supervised environment in 
which supervising adults and children stay together for all activities (e.g., meals, recreation, etc.), and avoid 
contact with people outside of their group in the setting. The goal of these cohorts is to provide specialized 
and targeted services for identified students with needs.

The intent is NOT for in-person instruction for all students, but to establish parameters for providing 
specialized and targeted services for identified students with needs. This new guidance is only a 
component of Phase 1; NOT Phase 2. 

A careful analysis of academic proficiency data was performed and specific students have been identified 
and invited to participate in a small specialized cohort to receive in-person instruction. Invitations for 
program participation is based on need. 

Prior to receiving any students on campus, school sites must create and submit a mitigation plan to 
the Senior Director. Administration is responsible for creating a mitigation plan with approval from 
the Senior Director.

Mitigation plans must include the following:

• Student protocol for health checks
• Health isolation room plan for supervision 
• Checklist to show each room and space on campus has what is needed to receive students. 
• PPE provided to staff and students
• Maps to include:

• Locations of hand sanitizer and hand washing stations, which are placed are outside of 
classrooms and in shared spaces

• Directional routing for students and staff
• Entry and exit routes for student

Nutrition Education Department Update for Phase 1.5

Nutrition Education will deliver breakfast and lunch to the classrooms.  Breakfast will be delivered for 
consumption during the first 15 minutes of school and lunch will be delivered during the designated meal 
period.  In some cases, students will be on campus for designated support periods.  Students can  pick up pick up 
their meals at any time during the 11:00am-12:30pm meal service period from the walk up/drive through  through 
location for consumption at home.
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Phase 2 - Blended Learning

On October 6, 2020, the Board of Trustees discussed and gave direction to move forward with Phase 2 
of the Return to School plan, as conditions allow. 

Phase 2 of the Return to School plan will be implemented with intentional, staggered grade-level return. 
We will do this in a safe, responsible and controlled way. We plan to return to school buildings beginning 
November 2, 2020 with grades TK-3 (pending waiver approval and/or local conditions) and grades 11-
12 (pending local conditions). Followed by grades 4-10 on November 16, 2020, with grades 4-6 (pending 
waiver approval and/or local conditions) and grades 7-10 (pending local conditions). 

Students in grades TK-6 will be assigned either a morning or afternoon in-person session daily with 
distance learning on Wednesdays (AM/PM). 

Students in grades 7-12 will be assigned in-person learning days and distance learning days Monday-Friday, 
with all students distance learning on Wednesdays (A/B). 

Both the AM/PM model and the A/B model maintain small and consistent class sizes.

These dates are subject to change based on local conditions and any changes to public health orders. 
Detailed information will be forthcoming including the choice to continue remote learning full time. 

Each school site has created a detailed Site Mitigation plan in preparation of the arrival of students on 
campus. Each Site Mitigation plan includes:

• Student protocol for health checks
• Health isolation room plan for supervision 
• Checklist to show each room and space on campus has what is needed to receive students. 
• PPE provided to staff and students
• Maps to include:

• Locations of hand sanitizer and hand washing stations, which are placed are outside of 
classrooms and in shared spaces

• Directional routing for students and staff
• Entry and exit routes for student

Per the California Department of Public Health COVID-19 guidance for schools, all staff and students in 
3rd grade and above will be required to wear a mask or face covering. Students in 2nd grade and below are 
strongly encouraged to wear a face covering.

Age Face Covering Requirement
Under 2 years old No

2 years old - 2nd Grade Strongly encouraged
3rd Grade - High School Yes, unless exempt*
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General Measures

Visitor Restrictions 
MUSD will not allow normal visitation to our campuses or office buildings until further notice. Only MUSD 
staff will be allowed on a regular basis and according to their established work schedule. We will limit 
nonessential visitors, volunteers and activities involving groups at the same time as recommended by CDC 
and CDPH.

The safety of our staff and students remains the District’s primary concern. To help prevent the spread of 
the virus and reduce the risk of exposure to our staff and students, visitors from the public must have their 
temperature checked by the front desk attendant upon their arrival at the reception desk. If a temperature 
indicates a fever of 100.4 or above, the visitor will be denied access and asked to leave immediately. If the 
visitor has a safe temperature, they will complete a required self-screening form for further information.

Members of the public are required to wear face coverings in MUSD office buildings. 

District Office and School 
Offices Are Now Open

Patrons entering the school and district office buildings 
will be required to observe all social distancing guidelines, 
complete a self-screening form, wear a face covering, and 
sign-in on a contact tracing form disclosing the date of the 
visit, name, and best contact information.

Travel Restrictions
MUSD will discontinue student 
extracurricular travel until such time as the 
State of California and local health officials 
move on the State Roadmap allowing leisure travel. Staff 
travel to conferences and workshops until further notice 
will need pre-approval by administration. 
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Category Area Frequency

Workspaces Classrooms, Offices Daily at minimum, cleaned at the 
end of each day

District Owned Applicances Refrigerators, Microwaves, Coffee 
Machines

Daily (Personal appliances should 
be taken home)

Electronic Equipment Copier Machine, shared 
computer, TV’s, Telephones, 
Keyboards

Employees should clean these 
items as part of their workspace 
at the end of each day, or between 
use

Classroom Supplies Manipulatives, various supplies Items will be sanitized between 
uses if sharing is required

General Used Objects Handles, Light switches, sinks, 
restrooms

Twice daily. Once during the day 
and once in the evening

Buses Bus Seats, Handles/railing, belts, 
window controls

Bus drivers will clean at the end 
of each day

Common Areas Cafeteria, Library, Conference 
rooms, Gyms, Common Areas

At the end of each day/use, 
between groups as deemed 
essential

Facilities Cleaning
The safety of our students and employees is our priority. Upon reopening, our schools 
will have been completely cleaned and disinfected and we will continue to adhere to all 
necessary safety precautions. In addition to the deep clean of the office and school before 
employees and students return, the cleaning steps outlined below are to be taken to 
disinfect workplace surfaces, chairs, tables, etc. to protect employees and reduce the risk of 
spread of infection. We will require employees, in partnership with our custodial teams, to 

maintain this safety standard by continuously cleaning and disinfecting based on 
the frequency stated below. CDC’s Toolkit on Cleaning and Hygiene in Classrooms

The goal is to establish a sanitary baseline for all students and employees before the 
site opens to students.  The site will be 100% disinfected prior to returning to school.

Custodial staff will be cleaning and sanitizing high touch points daily, at minimum, 
as was implemented during the initial concern of the virus. High touch points 
include door handles, light switches, sink handle/faucets, bathroom surfaces, tables, 
student desks, chairs.  

Operations department will ensure only EPA “N” label-approved sanitizing products 
are used. MUSD will exclude any sodium hypochlorite (bleach) based product as 
these are asthma inducing. 
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Deep Cleaning and Disinfection Protocol

Extensive cleaning is triggered 
when an active employee or 
student has been identified with 
a confirmed or assessed likely 
case of COVID-19. After a 24-hour 
vacancy, disinfecting of the area 
will begin as per public health 
guidelines. While the scope of disinfecting will 
be based on the circumstance surrounding the 
extent the individual has been in specific areas of 
the campus, the area will be shut down until the 
comprehensive disinfection of all common and surrounding surfaces is completed.

Staff Training and Family Education
Throughout each phase of the Return to School Plan, the District will provide regular trainings with staff 
virtually and in-person to enforce the plan and its measures. Every MUSD staff member is required to take 
the Keenan SafeSchools Training annually. This year’s training included a section on COVID-19 awareness 
and illness prevention. The Health Services Department held one hour safety 
trainings on August 3rd and 4th for each of our 28 school sites. Additionally, 
the Health Services Department held a District-wide virtual training on 
September 4th.

Educational videos, graphics, and other documents will be shared with 
school sites, students, and families to encourage safe behavior and practices. 
Information regarding the Return to School Plan will be regularly included in 
the District’s social media outlets, email newsletters, and website updates. Live 
sessions will also be held with the community to further educate students, 
families, and staff on the District’s Return to School Plan.
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Technology Safety Protocols
Technology support staff will make every attempt to resolve 
technology related issues remotely. In the event that a 
student or staff mobile device requires in-person technology 
support for software or hardware issues, a loaner device will 
be issued and the technician will place the device in a 24 hour 
hold before handling the device with the proper personal 
protective equipment. In some cases, the technology support 
staff may opt to sanitize the device and resolve the issue 
while using personal protective equipment.

Additionally, the District has stopped on-site vendor repairs 
for mobile devices that are covered under warranty. In these 
cases, technology support staff will ship the damaged units to the vendor for repairs.   

The District has placed protective sleeves for devices K-3 as an added safety measure. 
Devices will be sent home daily in the event the student is unable to return to the classroom 
due to COVID-19. Devices will need to be checked in upon start of school year. More 
detailed information will be available from the school site. 

Signage
Signage has been placed throughout campus that indicate traffic direction, cleaned facilities, social 
distancing footprints and graphics for healthy hygiene habits in easy-to-understand illustrations that 
empower students to be careful, cautious, and respectful of each another.
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Student Transportation / Bus Driver Protocols 
According to the CA Dept. of Education guidebook for safe reopening of public schools, “in order to 
practice physical distancing on a school bus, the seating capacity must be reduced. Determine maximum 
capacity of students for each vehicle while meeting 6-foot physical distancing objectives.” 

At the July 21, 2020 Board of Education meeting, our board made a decision regarding transportation 
services for our general population of students (BP 3540). Within the given climate and conditions due to 
COVID-19, our transportation team is not able to mitigate for the safety of all students while riding on a 
school bus. Therefore, transportation services will not be available during the 2020-21 school year for 
general education students. 

We are attempting to reach out to our partner agencies in the community to provide other resources to our 
families as an option. Student safety remains our number one priority.

MUSD will continue to provide transportation services to students identified through an Individualized 
Education Plan (IEP) and/or McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act or other legally required 
transportation services. For more detail, see our updated Transportation Policy.

 
Physical Distancing on School Buses 

Determine maximum capacity of students for each vehicle while meeting physical distancing objectives. 

Create a plan for seating based on maximum capacity determined above. MUSD will seat one student 
to a bench per row on both sides of the bus.  
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Mark or block seats that must be left vacant (if any). 

Observe physical distancing when getting on/off the bus.  

Bus driver will perform visual symptom screenings and ensure distancing guidelines are followed. 

Prevent students from walking past each other by taking the following measures: 

• Seat students from the rear of the bus forward. 

• Board afternoon runs based on the order in which students will be dropped off. Students 
who get off first should board last and sit in the front. 

Staff should wear cloth face coverings.  

Students (2 years old to 2nd grade) should be encouraged to use cloth face coverings and avoid 
touching their faces.  All other students (Grade 3-12) must wear a mask unless exempt.

Siblings will be encouraged to sit together while meeting the needs of all students traveling. 

Daily log of student ridership will be documented in the event a student tests positive to allow for 
contact tracing. 

Vehicle Cleaning 

Buses should be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected daily and after transporting any 
individual who exhibits symptoms of COVID-19. Should a bus rider or driver test positive for 
COVID-19, the bus will initially sit idle for 24 hours followed by deep cleaning. Drivers will 
be provided disinfectant wipes and disposable gloves to support disinfection of frequently 
touched surfaces throughout the day.  

Sanitation logs will be turned in to the Transportation Director after the drivers complete their last route.  
All surfaces must be cleaned with a disinfectant solution.  Bus drivers are required to wear cloth masks at 
all times.  The driver’s temperature must be checked and documented before the start of each route. 
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Facility Modifications 
School sites and the district office are equipped with multiple hand-sanitizing stations and portable 
hand washing stations. Hand sanitizer dispensers are installed in each classroom and office space.  

Drinking fountains are being converted into hand washing stations or water bottle filling stations. 

Water bottle filling stations will be available as students are encouraged to use reusable water bottles. 
The District is working to secure reusable water bottles for all students and staff based on availability. 

There is signage throughout campus that indicate traffic direction, cleaned facilities, social distancing 
footprints, etc. in easy-to-understand illustrations that empower students to be careful, cautious, and 
respectful of one another.  

Signage is also posted to encourage students and staff to observe all safety practices including social 
distancing, washing hands, using hand sanitizer, etc. The District will continuously communicate and 
encourage proper safety practices through email, social media platforms, and website.

Office spaces have plastic screening as a safety precaution at reception windows and 
countertops as necessary to protect both the employee and campus visitor.  

Temperature check kiosks will be installed in the five (5) comprehensive high schools. 
Touchless thermometers are available in every classroom and office.
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Employee and Student Safeguards

Employee and Student Screening and Protocols
As directed by the WIP command team and as required by California Department of Public Health, to 
help prevent the spread of COVID-19 and reduce the potential risk of exposure to our employees and 
students, employees are required to complete a daily self-screening survey before reporting to campus. 
The survey is fully online and asks questions related to COVID-19 exposure, signs, and symptoms. Based 
on the employee’s survey results, he/she will either be directed to remain home or be approved to come 
to campus. If the results direct an employee to remain home, he/she will be asked to complete a contact 
tracing survey to help identify close contacts and recently visited locations.

Cough

Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing

Chills

Repeated shaking with chills

Muscle pain

Headache

Sore throat

New Loss of taste or smell

Diarrhea

Nausea or vomiting

Feeling feverish or a measured 
temperature greater than or equal to 
100.4 degrees Fahrenheit

Known close contact with a person who is 
lab confirmed to have COVID-19

MUSD Human Resources FAQ  

Students are asked to participate in the same online self-screening survey before arriving to school each 
day. In addition, students may receive a temperature reading upon campus/classroom entry by their 
teacher or designee designee using a touchless thermometer.

Each preventative measure taken helps to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 in our schools and community. 
The online self-screening survey is just one tool used to implement seamless safeguards in MUSD to 
keep illness at home, minimize the number of exposures, and reduce the number of students requiring 
temperature screening upon arrival.
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Health Protocols
If you are experiencing symptoms of COVID—19 and/or may have had contact with a 
person with COVID-19, call your health care provider before seeking medical care so that 
appropriate precautions can autions can be taken.

Please do the following:

Quarantine yourself in a specific room away from others in your home.

Contact the following (in order of priority), let them know you have been exposed to COVID-19, then 
follow their instructions.

• Your healthcare provider

• MUSD’s Health Services department (Health Services will then inform WIP)

• Your supervisor

Your supervisor will work with HR to determine appropriate next steps.  

US Equal Employment Opportunity Commission
If an employee becomes ill at work or if another person is exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19 at work, 
they may be asked to leave work and go home or to the nearest health center.

Employees returning to work from an approved medical leave should contact Human Resources.  You 
may be asked to submit a healthcare provider’s note before returning to work.

If you have been diagnosed with COVID-19, you may return to work when all criteria are met:

At least 1 day (24 hours) has passed since recovery (no fever without the use of fever-
reducing medications); and

You have improved in other symptoms of COVID-19 (cough, shortness of breath, etc.); and

At least 10 days have passed since symptoms first occurred. Or, if asymptomatic, 10 days 
since your positive test result. People who have tested positive for COVID-19 do not need to 
retest, but subsequent exposure requires subsequent quarantine.

If you have symptoms that could be COVID-19 and do not get evaluated by a medical 
professional or tested for COVID-19, it is assumed that you have COVID-19 and may not 
return to work  until the until the above criteria listed above have been met.



MANTECA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT  |  RETURN TO SCHOOL PLAN
October 26, 2020

26

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
In order to minimize exposure to COVID-19, PPE will be provided to mitigate the possibility of certain 
exposures. At this time, the California Dept. of Public Health requires that face coverings be worn in most 
settings outside the home. The primary role of cloth face coverings is to reduce the release of infectious 
particles into the air when someone speaks, coughs, or sneezes, including someone who has COV-19 but is 
asymptomatic. Cloth face coverings are not a substitute for physical distancing, washing hands, and staying 
home when ill, but they may be helpful when combined with these primary interventions. Being respectful 
and considerate of others within our organization includes wearing a face covering when appropriate. The 
District will provide trainings, videos, signage, and graphics to staff and students showing proper use of 
PPE, and other safety measures.

Measures of PPE can include, and each employee or student will be initially 
supplied with:

Masks: Face masks are an important part of protection, as well as personal 
hygiene, social distancing, and frequent cleaning efforts. CDC’s Guidelines on 
Wearing Masks at School

Employee: The District will provide four (4) masks per employee to start 
the year and two (2) additional masks and one reusable water bottle will be 
provided soon.

Student: The District will provide two (2) cloth masks per 
student.

In addition, all employees will receive a one-time allotment 
of up to $50 to purchase PPE of their choice from Amazon.
com.

Teachers will be provided with two (2) face shields to start 
the year.

Testing of Students and Staff
The availability and validity of rapidly testing asymptomatic individuals is in question by CDPH.  
  
Testing locations vary by city, however a current site available in Manteca is Modern Urgent Care for rapid 
testing. They are located at 1630 W Yosemite Avenue Suite 1,  Manteca, CA 95337 and can be contacted at  
(209) 629-8771. Additionally, your health care provider may issue orders for antigen or PCR (polymerase 
chain reaction) testing.
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Gloves: Touching your face with contaminated hands, whether gloved or not, poses a 
significant risk of infection. Wearing gloves does not diminish the need to wash your hands. 
Please remember to wash your hands properly as it is the number-one defense against any 
virus. Additionally, the proper removal of gloves reduces the risk of being exposed to contamination. 

Please note that social distancing should still be practiced even with the use of gloves and masks. Training 
will be provided to staff and students in proper care and use of all PPE. 

In addition to using PPE, good hygiene practices are to: 

Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. 
Use hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol if soap and water are not 
available.

Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth 

Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze or 
use the inside of your elbow

MUSD EMPLOYEES ARE REQUIRED TO WEAR FACE 
COVERINGS WHEN:

Interacting in-person with any member of the public

Working in any space visited by the public, regardless whether anyone from the public is present at 
the time

Working in any space where food is prepared or packaged for sale or distribution to others

Working in or walking through common areas, such as hallways, stairways, elevators, restrooms, and 
parking facilities

In any room or enclosed area where other people are present when unable to physically distance

While outdoors in public spaces when maintaining a physical distance of 6 feet from others is not 
feasible

Having certain medical conditions accompanied by a doctor’s note and other circumstances may exempt 
individuals from wearing a face covering. The full list of exemptions is at  
www.mantecausd.net/cdphexemptions If one of these exemptions applies to you, please discuss it with your 
supervisor. Other mitigated measures may be necessary for employees unable to wear face masks.

MUSD employees who feel ill while at work must immediately put on a face covering, communicate that 
they are feeling ill with their supervisor, and go home.
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MUSD STUDENTS AND PPE:

Per the California Department of Public Health COVID-19 guidance 
for schools, all staff and students in 3rd grade and above will be 
required to wear a mask or face covering. Students in 2nd grade and 
below are strongly encouraged to wear a face covering.

Age Face Covering Requirement

Under 2 years old No

2 years old - 2nd Grade Strongly encouraged

3rd Grade - High School Yes, unless exempt*

*“Face coverings are strongly encouraged for young children between two years old and second grade, if 
they can be worn properly. A face shield is an acceptable alternative for children in this cohort who cannot 
wear them properly.”

“Persons younger than two years old, anyone who has trouble breathing, anyone who is unconscious 
or incapacitated, and anyone who is otherwise unable to remove the face covering without assistance 
are exempt from wearing a face covering.”

“A cloth face covering or face shield should be removed for meals, snacks, naptime, or outdoor 
recreation, or when it needs to be replaced. When a cloth face covering is temporarily removed, it 
should be placed in a clean paper bag (marked with the student’s name and date) until it needs to be 
put on again.”

“In order to comply with this guidance, schools must exclude students from campus if they are not 
exempt from wearing a face covering under CDPH guidelines and refuse to wear one provided by the 
school. Schools should develop protocols to provide a face covering to students who inadvertently fail 
to bring a face covering to school to prevent unnecessary exclusions. Schools should offer alternative 
educational opportunities for students who are excluded from campus.”

If you do not have a face covering, please speak with your supervisor.  Whether employees use a face 
covering from home or one provided by the MUSD, they are required to follow the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention tips for safe face covering use.

Staff and students 3rd 
grade and above are 

required to wear a cloth 
face covering.
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Presenting Symptoms While on Campus
If an employee or student becomes ill on campus/district, they will immediately report to the school’s 
dedicated health/isolation room and an incident/case form will be completed by a school nurse or 
designee. School office staff will phone Health Services to request a school nurse to report to site as soon as 
possible.

Once the employee or student arrives at the health/isolation room, staff will immediately provide them 
with a mask and gloves.  Staff will explain that this is to help protect other employees and students and 
prevent the spread of a potential virus.   

The nurse/staff member must complete the 
Suspected COVID-19 Incident/Case Form and 
either direct the symptomatic individual to 
leave work or call a parent/family member to 
transport them home. The nurse/staff member 
will determine if emergency services should be 
called based on symptoms. 

The nurse or designee and others attending 
to the symptomatic person, will wear personal 
protective equipment (PPE) while working with 
the person displaying symptoms. 

The nurse and campus/district supervisor 
must identify persons who may have come in close contact with the individual displaying symptoms.  
Unless required by the local health authority, confidentiality will be maintained as directed by State/
Federal HIPAA and FERPA compliance laws.  

The school nurse or designee will assess the risk of exposure to COVID-19 and advise individuals 
identified as a close contact (any individual within 6 feet for more than 15 minutes) that they may 
have been in contact with an individual that has been diagnosed with or is likely to have COVID-19 
and should follow current guidelines per order of the San Joaquin County Public Health Officer. 

Following CA Public Health Department guidelines, the contaminated area(s)

Area will sit idle for 24 hours prior to deep cleaning. Appropriate PPE equipment shall be utilized by 
cleaning staff.
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Guidance for Known Exposure
While we all hope to avoid exposure to illness from COVID-19, we need to be prepared for that possibility.  
If you or someone you have been in contact with has been exposed to the virus, our first concern is for your 
health and safety and those around you.  In this rapidly changing situation, healthcare providers should 
have the most up-to-date information from the CDC. 

REPORTED CASE OF COVID-19 WITHIN SCHOOLS/OFFICES:

In the event of a learned confirmed case of COVID-19 infections from an individual within a school/district 
community, MUSD will follow the below procedure.

1. Health Services will identify any close contacts of the confirmed case and assess the risk of 
exposure. Health Services will make contact via phone and email with all identified close 
contacts and conduct a formal tracing procedure.

2. MUSD will send a general notice via email to the specific school community at large. This 
notice will not have detailed information surrounding the confirmed case or any identifiable 
information of the individual. We understand that it can be disconcerting to not have specific 
information surrounding the individual; however, it is important that we respect the privacy of 
our students and staff.

Close contacts of the confirmed individual will be instructed to home quarantine for 14 days post exposure, 
per the SJCPHS Home Quarantine Instructions for Close Contacts to COVID-19. 

If you determine you have symptoms or a fever, contact your primary care physician, the Health Services 
Department, and the HR Department. If you are diagnosed with or likely to have COVID-19 you must 
continue isolating at home. 

As per Public Health Emergency Quarantine Order Dated July 1, 2020 under the Authority of the 
California Health and Safety Code Sections 101040, 101085, and 120175, the San Joaquin County 
Public Health Officer orders:

• All Household members, intimate partners, caregivers of a person with COVID-19, and 
individuals who have had close contact to a person with COVID-19 must quarantine 
themselves.  These persons are required to follow all instruction in this Order and the San 
Joaquin County Public Health Services guidance documents reference in this order.

If there is a confirmed COVID-19 case infection, MUSD will notify San Joaquin County Health Services as Services as 
advised. 

NOTIFICATION PROCEDURE
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On Campus and in the Classroom

Physical distancing, sometimes referred to as social distancing is an effective way to limit spread of 
contagion by simply keeping people separated. As noted in the guidance from the AAP, “There is a 
conflict between optimal academic and social/emotional learning in schools and strict 
adherence to current physical distancing guidelines.” The CDC recommends schools 
“space seating/desks at least 6 feet apart when feasible. In many school settings, 6 feet 
between students is not feasible without limiting the number of students.” MUSD will 
establish separation of students through other means if practicable and as feasible, such 
as, six feet between desks.

MUSD employees, students, parents, and visitors should practice social distancing  
from others and eliminate contact with others when feasible.

Arrival and Departure
MUSD has designated routes for entry and exit, using as many entrances as feasible, as well as other 
protocols which limit direct contact with others as much as practicable, e.g. parents remaining in their 
vehicles or at designated gate areas.  

Minimize contact at school between 
students, staff, families, and the 
community at the beginning and end 
of each school day.

Students are asked to perform a self-
screening test prior to arriving at 
school each day. In addition, students 
may receive a temperature reading 
upon campus/classroom entry by 
their teacher or designee using a 
touchless thermometer.

What is Physical Distancing? 
Social Distancing, also called “physical distancing,” 

means keeping space between yourself and other people 
outside of your home. To practice social distancing:

• Stay at least 6 feet from other people

• Do not gather in groups

• Stay out of crowded places and avoid mass 
gatherings
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Classroom Space
Classrooms will consider 
the following strategies as 
thoughtful safeguards when 
in shared spaces, and will 
include sanitizing wipes in each 
classroom in case teachers/staff 
need to provide assistance with 
a student’s device, materials, or 
supplies. 
 
 

• Cohort classes will minimize crossover among children and adults within the school. 

• Students will either attend AM or PM cohort classes. 

• Students should remain in the same space and in groups as small and consistent as practicable. 
Keep the same students and teachers with each group, to the greatest extent possible. 

• Minimize the movement of students as much as practicable. 

• Consider redesigning activities for smaller groups and rearranging furniture and place spaces to 
maintain separation between groups. 

• Keep each child’s belongings separated and in individually labeled storage containers, cubbies, or 
areas. Ensure belongings are taken home each day to be cleaned. 

• Ensure adequate supplies to minimize sharing of high-touch materials (art supplies, equipment, 
etc.) to the extent practicable or limit use of supplies and equipment to one group of children at a 
time and clean and disinfect between uses. 

• Avoid sharing electronic devices, clothing, toys, books, and other games or learning aids as much as 
practicable. 

• Implement procedures for bringing in items to minimize contact. 

• Cohort classes will minimize crossover among children and adults within the school.

Preschool (PS) 

Transitional Kindergarten/Kindergarten (TK/K)
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• Students will either attend AM or PM cohort classes.

• Students should remain in the same space and in 
groups as small and consistent as practicable. Keep the 
same students and teacher/paraprofessionals with each 
group, to the greatest extent possible. 

• Minimize the movement of students as much as 
practicable. 

• Maximize space between seating and desks. Distance 
teacher and staff desks at least six feet away from 
student desks or tables as practicable.

• Consider redesigning activities for independent participation or smaller groups and rearranging 
furniture and place spaces to maintain separation. 

• Keep each child’s belongings separated and in individually labeled storage containers, cubbies, or 
areas. Ensure belongings are taken home each day to be cleaned. 

• Ensure adequate supplies to minimize sharing of high-touch materials (art supplies, equipment, 
etc.) to the extent practicable or limit use of supplies and equipment to one group of children at a 
time and clean and disinfect between uses. 

• Avoid sharing electronic devices, clothing, toys, books, and other games or learning aids as much as 
practicable. 

• Implement procedures for turning in assignments to minimize contact.

• Children in grades 1st – 2nd are strongly encouraged to wear face coverings. Children in 3rd grade 
are required to wear face coverings per the California Public Health Department unless exempt.

• Students should remain in the same space and in groups as small and consistent as practicable. 
Keep the same students and teacher/paraprofessionals with each group, to the greatest extent 
possible. 

• Minimize the movement of students

• Maximize space between seating and desks. Distance teacher and staff desks at least six feet away 
from student desks. 

Elementary Grades 1-3
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• Student desks should be placed 3 to 6 feet apart when feasible.

• Consider redesigning activities for independent participation or smaller groups and rearranging 
furniture and place spaces to maintain separation. 

• Keep each child’s belongings separated and in individually labeled storage containers, cubbies, zip 
lock bags or areas while in school. Ensure belongings are taken home each day to be cleaned. 

• Ensure adequate supplies to minimize sharing of high-touch materials (art supplies, equipment, 
etc.) to the extent practicable or limit use of supplies and equipment to one group of children at a 
time and clean and disinfect between uses. 

• Avoid sharing electronic devices, clothing, toys, books, and other games or learning aids as much as 
practicable. 

• Utilize outdoor spaces when possible.

• Implement procedures for turning in assignments to 
minimize contact.

• Children in grades 4th – 6th are required to wear face 
coverings per the California Public Health Department 
unless exempt.

• Students should remain in the same space and in 
groups as small and consistent as practicable. Keep the 
same students and teacher/paraprofessionals with each 
group, to the greatest extent possible. 

• Minimize the movement of students as much as practicable. 

• Maximize space between seating and desks. Distance teacher and staff desks at least six feet away 
from student desks. 

• Student desks should be placed 3 to 6 feet apart when feasible.

• Consider redesigning activities for independent participation or smaller groups and rearranging 
furniture and spaces to maintain separation. 

• Keep each child’s belongings separated and in individually labeled storage containers, cubbies, zip 
lock bags or areas while in school. Ensure belongings are taken home each day to be cleaned. 

• Ensure adequate supplies to minimize sharing of high-touch materials (art supplies, equipment, equipment, 

Elementary Grades 4-6
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etc.) to the extent practicable or limit use of supplies and equipment to one group of children at a 
time and clean and disinfect between uses. 

• Avoid sharing electronic devices, clothing, toys, books, and other games or learning aids as much as 
practicable. 

• Utilize outdoor spaces when possible.

• Implement procedures for turning in assignments to minimize contact.

• Children in grades 7th – 8th are required to wear face coverings per the California Public Health 
Department unless exempt.

• Avoidance of close physical proximity in cases of increased exhalation (singing, exercise); these 
activities are safest outdoors and spread out.

• Students should remain in the same space and in groups as small and consistent as practicable. 
Keep the same students and teacher/paraprofessionals with each group, to the greatest extent 
possible. 

• Minimize the movement of students as much as practicable. 

• Maximize space between seating and desks. Distance teacher and staff desks at least six feet away 
from student desks.

• Consider redesigning activities for independent participation or smaller groups and rearranging 
furniture to maintain separation. 

• Keep each child’s belongings separated and 
in individually labeled storage containers 
or zip lock bags while in school. Ensure 
belongings are taken home each day to be 
cleaned. 

• Ensure adequate supplies to minimize 
sharing of high-touch materials (art supplies, 
equipment, etc.) to the extent practicable or 
limit use of supplies and equipment to one 
group of children at a time and clean and 
disinfect between uses. 

Middle Grades 7-8
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• Avoid sharing electronic devices/books and other games or learning aids as much as practicable. 

• Implement procedures for turning in assignments to minimize contact.

• Utilize outdoor spaces when possible.

• Teachers rotate instead of students when feasible.

• Eliminate use of lockers.

• High school students are required to wear 
face coverings per the California Public Health 
Department unless exempt.

• Teachers should maintain 6 feet from 
students when possible and if not disruptive to 
educational process. 

• Particular avoidance of close physical 
proximity in cases of increased exhalation 
(singing exercise); these activities are safest 
outdoors and spread out.

• Students should remain in the same space 
and in groups as small and consistent as 
practicable. Keep the same students and 
teacher/paraprofessionals with each group, to 
the greatest extent possible. 

• Minimize the movement of students as much as practicable. Students will change classes 3x daily.

• Maximize space between seating and desks. Distance teacher and staff desks at least six feet away 
from student desks.

• Consider redesigning activities for independent participation or smaller groups and rearranging 
furniture to maintain separation. 

• Keep each student’s belongings separated. Ensure belongings are taken home each day to be 
cleaned. 

• Ensure adequate supplies to minimize sharing of high-touch materials (art supplies, equipment, 

Secondary Grades 9-12
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etc.) to the extent practicable or limit use of supplies and equipment to one group of students at a 
time and clean and disinfect between uses. 

• Avoid sharing electronic devices/books and other games or learning aids as much as practicable. 

• Implement procedures for turning in assignments to minimize contact.

• Utilize outdoor spaces when possible.

• Teachers rotate instead of students when feasible.

• Eliminate use of lockers.

• 

• During Phase 1, Special Education (SPED) students will 
participate in off-campus learning.

• In Phase 1.5, students receiving special education services 
may be invited to participate in on-campus instruction 
based on their individualized education program (IEP) as 
deemed appropriate based on student needs.

• In Phases 2 and 3, students receiving special education 
services based on their individualized education program 
(IEP) will receive in person instruction as deemed appropri-
ate based on student needs.

Special Education

*Decorative photo only. Does not display proper safety guidelines.
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Non-Classroom Space
Schools will consider the following strategies as thoughtful safeguards when in shared spaces:

• Serve meals in classrooms or outdoors instead of cafeterias or multipurpose rooms where 
practicable.

• Minimize congregate movement through hallways as much as practicable.

• Consider holding recess in separated areas at staggered times designated by class.

• Ad-hoc Interactions/Gatherings – Non-essential/informal meetups and visiting should be avoided. 

• There will not be rallies, assemblies or other large events until the County Health Officer deems it 
safe.

• Identify a health/isolation/isolation room for students who are not feeling well to minimize contact 
with others until they can be transported home or to a healthcare facility.

• Holding essential onsite meetings will be necessary, as such physical distancing should be 
implemented and PPE must be worn.

Meal Periods and Services

In Phase 1: Off-Campus Learning, our Nutrition Education team will make meals available for students in 
Drive Through, Grab and Go services. 

In Phase 1.5: Small Cohorts, Nutrition Education will deliver breakfast and lunch to the classrooms.  
Breakfast will be delivered for consumption during the first 15 minutes of school and lunch will be 
delivered during the designated meal period.  In some cases, students will be on campus for designated 
support periods.  Students can pick up their meals at any time during the 11:00am-12:30pm meal service 
period from the walk up/drive through location for consumption at home.

In Phase 2: Blended Learning

Elementary Schools

During Phase 2, Nutrition Education staff will be performing contactless deliveries of meals to the 
classroom.  Meals will be delivered in black thermal bags 15-30 minutes prior to the start of each respective 
break.  Thermal bags will contain a grab and go meal that will be distributed by teachers prior to students 
leaving the classroom.  Teachers will complete a check-off sheet as students take their meal. Meals shall be 
consumed off site for grades TK-6 to allow for cleaning between cohorts. AM students will receive lunch 
to be consumed the same day and breakfast for the next day to be eaten before they come to school. PM 
students will receive breakfast and lunch for the next day, and both meals should be eaten before they come 
to school.
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Grades 7-8 as well as students receiving special services (SPED) will eat in the classroom or a designated 
outdoor area. Additionally, drive-thru meal service stations will remain in place for students participating 
in off-campus learning. 

High Schools

During Phase 2, meal service will be served through “Cruisers” stations placed throughout campuses, 
which are kiosks run by Nutrition Education staff members. Students will be provided lanyards with their 
student ID card, which will be scanned into the point-of-sale (POS) system at the kiosk. Upon scanning 
their ID card, students will receive their meal and eat at designated locations on campus. Additionally, 
drive-thru meal service stations will remain in place for students participating in off-campus learning.

Reminder: Meals will be free of charge to all students for the duration of the 2020-2021 school year.

Personal Workspace / Classroom

All teachers and students are asked not to visit another classroom outside of their team or grade level (as 
part of reopening Phases 2 and 3).  Employees are encouraged to disinfect their own personal workspace 
(teacher desk, phone, etc.) throughout the day, giving special attention to commonly touched surfaces. 
Cleaning sprays and wipes are also available to clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces 
such as telephones and keyboards.

Shared Workspace

Employees are encouraged to disinfect their own workspace multiple times throughout the day, giving 
special attention to commonly touched surfaces. MUSD has alcohol-based hand sanitizers throughout 
the workplace and in common areas. Cleaning sprays and wipes are also available to clean and disinfect 
frequently touched objects and surfaces such as telephones and keyboards. The MUSD custodial teams as 
part of the Facilities/Operations Dept. will clean all workspaces at their designated cleaning time. 

Please note that proper equipment such as acceptable disinfectant and PPE should be used when cleaning 
individual workspaces.

There will be limited access to certain workspaces to reduce exposure to risks and ensure employee safety. 
Workspace usage is as follows:

Capacity– MUSD will be monitoring the number of employees in the offices while the risk of infection 
exists.

Conference Rooms– Certain conference rooms/meeting spaces may be closed until further notice. 
Signage indicating closure/capacity limits will be placed on conference room doors. All meetings are 
encouraged to use Microsoft Teams as a virtual option even for employees in the office or school. 

Breakrooms or Teacher Lounge/Multipurpose Room–These spaces could be closed or altered until 
further notice. However, the use of appliances (microwave, refrigerator, etc.) will be permitted.  
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Sports and Extracurricular Activities

SPORTS
High School students with extenuating circumstances such as a medical condition may remain on the 
phase 1 distance learning model until the end of the term Dec 18, 2020.  Should administration determine 
this exception is allowable, the student will not be eligible to participate in sports conditioning on site as 
the reasons for the exception are a result for concerns regarding mitigation for the virus. 

Those students will be transferred to the Online Academy or to MUSD Independent Study program upon 
return in January if they are still unable to return to school buildings.  

2High School students attending the Online Academy or participating in the Independent Study program 
may participate in all home school activities if they are academically eligible. 

 State regulations will take a priority on what can or cannot be done. Not all states are using the same 
criteria, and what is allowable during specific phases will vary from state to state, or even within county to 
county. Please note that there will be “gating” (opening) criteria to establish Phase 1 and additional criteria 
must be met to advance from one phase to the next. These criteria will be determined by state and/or local 
governments and must be strictly followed. Source: https://www.nfhs.org/

Please note at this time we are anticipating sports season to resume in Winter 2021 pending conditions in 
San Joaquin County.

NFHS recommends the following (but are subject to change with state and local guidelines): 

State, local or school district guidelines for cloth face coverings should be strictly followed. 

Cloth face coverings should be considered acceptable. There is no need to require or recommend 
“medical grade” masks for athletic activity.

Any student who prefers to wear a cloth face covering during a contest should be allowed to do so.

In the absence of guidelines to the contrary, we recommend the use of cloth face masks during Phase 
2 lined below. Exceptions are swimming, distance running or other aerobic activity sports. 

Cloth face coverings may continue to be used during Phase 3 when not engaging in vigorous activity, 
such as sitting on the bench during contests, in the locker room and in the athletic training room. 

Plastic shields covering the entire face (or attached to a helmet) shall not be allowed during contests. 
Their use during practices increases the risk of unintended injury to the person wearing the shield or 
teammates. 

Coaches, officials, and other contest personnel may wear cloth face coverings at all times during 
Phases 2 through 3.

*Per Ed Code 51748 and Title 5 11701.5.
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PRE-WORKOUT SCREENING

All coaches and participants will do a self-assessment for signs/symptoms of COVID-19 prior to 
reporting to the activity each day. 

Head Coach will confirm that the participant has done their self-assessment and document on the 
Athlete/Coach Monitoring Form daily. Monitoring Form will be stored so that there is a record of 
everyone present in case a student develops COVID-19. Forms will be submitted by the Head Coach 
to the Athletic Director at the end of each week.

Any person testing positive or exhibiting symptoms will not be allowed to take part in workouts and 
should contact his or her primary care provider or other appropriate health-care professional.

Vulnerable individuals should not oversee or participate in any workouts.

Anyone who has been exposed to someone with COVID-19 in the past 14 days, has COVID-19 
symptoms, or who is not feeling well should not go to a school site.

Higher Risk: Sports that involve close, sustained 
contact between participants, lack of significant 
protective barriers, and high probability that 
respiratory particles will be transmitted between 
participants. Examples: Wrestling, football, 
competitive cheer, dance – NFHS

Moderate Risk: Sports that involve close, sustained 
contact, but with protective equipment in place that 
may reduce the likelihood of respiratory particle 
transmission between participants OR intermittent 
close contact OR group sports OR sports that 
use equipment that can’t be cleaned between 
participants. Examples: Basketball, volleyball*, baseball*, softball*, soccer, water polo, gymnastics* (if 
equipment can’t be sufficiently cleaned between competitors), tennis*, swimming relays, pole vault*, high 
jump*, long jump*, 7 on 7 football –NFHS 

*Could potentially be considered “Lower Risk” with appropriate cleaning of equipment and use of masks by 
participants *Could fall to a lower risk if they don’t share equipment or if they clean appropriately * List of 
sports above are subject to change in level of risk

*Decorative photo only. Does not display proper safety guidelines.
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Lower Risk: Sports that can be done with social distancing or individually with no sharing of equipment 
or the ability to clean the equipment between use by competitors. Examples: Individual running events, 
throwing events ( javelin, shot put, discus), individual swimming, golf, sideline cheer, cross country running 
(with staggered starts) – NFHS  Cross Country, Tennis, Golf, Track, Swimming, Sideline Cheer with no 
contact

PHASE TWO

• Outdoor practices only. 

• No Locker Room use. 

• No direct or indirect physical contact between 
athletes. 

• Coaches must maintain social distancing. 

• Continue infectious disease prevention measures such 
as frequent handwashing, avoiding touching face, etc. 

• Each student is responsible for their own hydration. 

• No spectators or parent attendance allowed. 

• Participants should limit their participation to only one sport/activity. 

• It is preferable for all participants to bring their own game/practice ball and not share game/
practice balls during the activity. If a ball must be shared (e.g., a football), it must not be shared 
between groups and must be disinfected after each training session. 

• Vulnerable individuals should continue to shelter in place. 

• Physical distancing will be followed where practical and possible. 

• Groupings must not be in groups greater than 12 including coach. 

• Gyms and common areas where student-athletes and staff are likely to congregate and interact shall 
remain closed. 

• Team activities are limited to conditioning and skill-based only. 

• Hand sanitizer must be made readily available at the training site. 

• Face coverings that cover the nose and mouth are required for coaches/instructors.

• NO CONGREGATING, ATHLETES ARE TO LEAVE CAMPUS ONCE CONDITIONING IS OVER.OVER.
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PHASE THREE

• ONLY OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES will be allowed until San Joaquin County guidelines state 
otherwise.

• Participants will avoid physical contact. For example, no blocking in football, wrestling, etc.

• County guidelines will be followed for maximum allowable participants in cohorts.

• It is preferred that athletic equipment will not be shared. If athletic equipment is shared, it will be 
sanitized with Virex prior to and after each cohort usage. Within equipment use of each cohort, 
hand sanitizer or disinfectant must be used if equipment is shared. Bags may be used for agility 
purposes only.

• Continue infection prevention measures such as social distancing, frequent handwashing, 
avoiding touching face, etc.

• Each participant will be responsible for their own hydration. No sharing of water bottles.

• NO LOCKER ROOM USE until San Joaquin County guidelines state otherwise.

• NO CONGREGATING, ATHLETES ARE TO LEAVE CAMPUS ONCE CONDITIONING IS 
OVER.

WEIGHTROOM USE

• Only outdoor activities will be allowed until San Joaquin 
County guidelines state otherwise.

• Athletes come dressed – no locker room or changing 
facilities.

• Coaches are responsible for setting up all equipment and 
putting all equipment away at the end of the session. Players 
are not allowed in the weight room.

• Athletes will bring their own water and bottle.

• Groups of 12 or less (this includes a coach). Athletes and coaches MUST remain in these cohorts 
daily. Coaches rotate stations with cohort. Cohorts must be clearly identified, and monitoring 
forms will be sent to the Athletic Director at the end of the week.

• Weight bars, dumbbells, plates, tires, etc. will be sanitized with Virex prior to and after each 
cohort usage. Within equipment use of each cohort, hand sanitizer or disinfectant must  be used if be used if 
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equipment is shared. Bags may be used for agility purposes only.

• Athletes will wash/sanitize hands before beginning the conditioning session, after each station or 
period, and before they leave the session for the day.

• Maintain physical distancing among athletes where possible and practical

• Coaches will practice social distancing 
parameters and must wear masks

PHASE FOUR

• Vulnerable student-athletes, coaches and 
athletics personnel can resume in-person 
interactions. 

• Gyms and common areas where student-
athletes and staff are likely to congregate and 
interact can reopen if appropriate sanitation 
protocols are implemented. 

• Competition and travel may resume 
according to CIF guidelines. 

• Limitations on spectators at competitions according to CIF and District guidelines.

• Continue infectious disease prevention measures such as frequent handwashing, avoiding touching 
your face, etc.

• No sharing water or equipment. Activities with full direct contact can resume.

EXTRACURRICULARS
Extracurriculars are outside of the curricular day or program of courses. Extracurriculars will be 
implemented as the Roadmap to Reopen California allows. 

*Decorative photo only. Does not display proper safety guidelines.
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Triggers for Partial or  
Total School Closure

Individual school closure is recommended based on the number of cases, the percentage of the teacher/
students/staff that are positive for COVID-19, and following consultation with the San Joaquin Public 
Health Officer. 

Individual school closure may be appropriate when there are multiple cases in multiple cohorts at a 
school or when there are at least 5 percent of the total number of teachers/student/staff within a 14-day 
period.

The Local Health Officer may also determine school closure is warranted for other reasons, including 
results from public health investigation or other local epidemiological data.

The District will close all schools if 25% or more of schools have closed to due to COVID-19 within 14 days 
of each other, and in consultation with local public health department.

If a partial, total school closure, or District closure is warranted, families will be contacted via email and/
or phone and a swift transition to Phase 1: Off-Campus Learning will occur for the school(s) affected. The 
email and/or phone call will disclose as much information as possible relating to the events. MUSD will 
maintain confidentiality as required under HIPAA and FERPA and state law related to privacy of 
educational records.

For further information, please visit California’s Guiding Document for the Safe Reopening of Schools.

For more information about MUSD’s Return to School Plan, contact the WIP team at WIP@musd.net or call 
Health Services at (209) 858-0782.

*This plan is subject to change and updates will be made based on latest information provided by the officials and other nd other 
applicable federal, state, and local agencies as well as negotiations. 



Return to School Plan
2020-2021

*This plan is subject to change and updates will be made based on latest information provided by the officials and 
other applicable federal, state, and local agencies as well as negotiations. 

Revisions
September 15, 2020: Updated to include information on Small Cohorts, family and staff trainings, and 

board revision on transportation services
September 22, 2020: Updated to include information on waiver; added information about new online 

self-screening and contact tracing procedure
October 20, 2020: Updated to include information based on review from SJCPHS

October 26, 2020: Updated information regarding sports


